COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Date: Monday, 11th May 2026
To: Senate Finance
Bill Title: Transportation Funding Adjustments

Chair Kipp and Committee Members, | am Pitkin County Commissioner Jeffrey Woodruff
testifying in strong support of HB26-1430 on behalf of Pitkin County. Pitkin County has
previously opposed Proposition 175.

I'll share three key reasons for supporting HB26-1430:

First, is something we can all agree on - investing in our roads and bridges are critical services
we provide for our residents and visitors. As a county, we proactively manage our roads and
bridges and prioritize capital projects based on the age of the asset. In many cases, Public
Works waits years to replace bridges, as our budget and the cost environment allows. We also
proudly work with CDOT on State Highways 82 and 133; lining up projects years in advance as
funding permits and health and safety concerns are met, affording us time to design and
engineer projects. In this low snow year, one of the few benefits is that CDOT has been afforded
more time between the winter closure and our summer season for road maintenance. So we are
working within our constraints for infrastructure projects, and we have a partner in CDOT for our
state highways for road transportation projects.

Second, our communities demand and need other solutions. In our valley, we simply don’t have
enough land for everybody to bring their vehicles and park in our communities; nor does that
align with our community’s values and goals. We need other solutions - we are increasingly
focused on electric infrastructure from autos to planes, improving pedestrian safety, car shares
and e-bike shares for last mile connectivity. And RFTA is a model for mass transit solutions in
our state.

But finally, the importance of this bill goes beyond our transportation systems - it's about our
kids, our residents utilizing Medicaid and other health care services. We cannot permit the
sweep of monies from community priorities like K-12, higher education, and health care. This
will only exacerbate the pressures on our budget locally and statewide. We are running out of
tools to backfill for funding losses at the federal level and cannot tax our way out of this fiscal
crisis.



I want to thank the sponsors for their leadership in bringing this important legislation forward.
There are reasonable solutions out there to the challenges we face; Proposition 175 is not one
of them. We are making progress on our roads. We need money for kids, not for corporations. |
urge your support of this bill and am happy to answer questions or learn more about how Pitkin
can stand with you.

Sincerely,

Jolfrey . brostnt)

Jeffrey Woodruff, Pitkin County Board of Commissioners, Board Chair
jeffrey.woodruff@pitkincounty.com
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