10 June 2025
Commissioner Hurd,

The watersheds of Snowmass and Capitol Creek of the beauty and awe of Pitkin County.
Horseback riders, outfitters and hikers frequent the trails. Our creeks are home to the best fly
fishing in our headwaters. Snowmass and Capitol Creek are critical trailheads for locals and
visitors to the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness.

You witnessed some of the beauty of the valley on the drive at the confluence of Capitol and
Snowmass Creeks. The Capitol Creek valley is home to livestock and several teams of horses
and surrounded by agricultural leases. Along Snowmass Creek Road is John Denver’s
sanctuary, Windstar- over 900 acres of wildlife and riparian habitat conserved in perpetuity.
The valley is fortunate to have families that are stewards of the land, working ranches for hay
and cattle, ensuring the beauty of the Snowmass and Capitol Creek Valley.

This context is to say, we love our valley, our land and our headwater streams. Pitkin County
took over the stewardship of Snowmass Falls Ranch from the Perry family. The opportunity for
Open Space and Trails in acquiring the property is to connect the Ranch back to wilderness-
removing barbed wire fences and improving access for horseback riders, fisherman, hunters
and hikers. We have beaver activity on the banks, wooden wagon wheels mysteriously in open
fields, critical wildlife habitat free from development and spectacular vistas for locals and
visitors to the valley to enjoy and marvel.

Stewardship

But, we are temporary stewards of the natural resources and look forward to working with the
USDA on their Land Acquisition Projects. The Snowmass Falls Ranch fulfills the objectives of
the Land Acquisition Projects- it is the most pristine recreational and wilderness land in the
valley. The hikes in and around Snowmass Falls Ranch include Willow Lake and Snowmass
Lake and the Four Pass Loop. Just to the South of Snowmass Falls Ranch is Campground,
part of the USFS lease to the Aspen Skiing Companies Snowmass Resort.

This month we celebrate Great Outdoors Month. Land Acquisition Projects funding to
incorporate the Snowmass Falls Ranch into the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness protects
the habitat and riparian corridors and passes on the stewardship of this spectacular landscape.

Public land and access.
Improving wildlife habitats, restoring riparian areas, and providing greater access to recreation
is consistent with the 2020 law funding the LWCF.

Appropriations

Sweeping the LWCF funds to maintenance is inconsistent with the language of the law.
We value your support in using LWCF dollars to acquire the 650 Acre Snowmass Falls and
ensuring the acquisition of Snowmass Falls in the Administration’s budget request.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Woodruff
Snowmass and Snowmass Village, District 4
Pitkin County Commissioner






