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Meet Jeffrey Woodruff, unopposed candidate for BOCC
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Jeffrey Woodruff, a 10-year resident of Old Snowmass, is running unopposed for the Pitkin Board of County Commissioners District 4 seat.
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Jeffrey Woodruff, who is running unopposed for a seat on the Pitkin Board of County Commissioners, wants the county to “think

like a building” when it comes to implementing code updates, achieving climate goals and managing growth.
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“I’m worried that we do things piecemeal and the timelines are somewhat arbitrary,” he said. “Versus an operating rhythm that

says every three years we’re going to hit the community with more regs to get to that tighter building.”
Woodruff is an architect and 10-year resident of the area. After six years serving on the county Planning and Zoning

Commission, Woodruff decided to run for the District 4 seat on the BOCC. Steve Child, who currently holds the position, is term-

limited.

His experience on P&Z and the Snowmass Caucus Board taught him a holistic view of land-use planning, he said, and

highlighted an opportunity for sections of the county to work together better.
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“It really gave me insight into land use and riparian districts and sitting with irrigators and looking at dot matrix print-outs of

who has water rights where,” he said. “I think there’s more similarities than dissimilarities between Snowmass and upper
Snowmass. I wish they would come together more often, because the need for them to come back together would be really the

preservation.”

Water issues — specifically, for Snowmass Creek and Capitol Creek — were areas of mutual concern, Woodruff said.

As a P&Z commissioner, he said the threshold for discretion was always lower than that of the BOCC.

“The resolution that comes out of the Planning & Zoning Commission is really dotting the i’s. It is sticking to the land-use code.
It is incorporating public feedback,” he said. “When an applicant comes in and they do present the arguments cogently, that they

meet the letter of the law, there’s an expectation [from the] property owner.”

Woodruff approved the controversial 35-acre Woody Creek solar farm, which contributes to renewable energy for Pitkin County

residents and Holy Cross Energy customers.

“In the case of the solar field, with wildlife friendly fences, wildfire friendly fences surrounding it, and some plantings to
surround it, when I take the bus upvalley, I'm so proud of that,” he said. “It’s our one renewable project in the past seven years.

I’'m ashamed that we don’t have more.”
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He mentioned the current density in the Aspen Airport Business Center for workforce housing as a shortfall, saying that Urban

Growth Boundary development should maximize density for its proximity to utilities, services and employment.

The county is pursuing an aggressive climate goal, reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 90% by 2050 from 2020 levels. Part of
achieving that goal has been targeting land-use and building codes, shrinking the maximum square footage allowed in the

county and approving an outdoor energy budget to minimize use.

While Woodruff said he agrees in spirit with the goals, the erratic approval and adoption of code updates is something that he

hopes to improve.

“As a practitioner in the valley, it’s difficult to practice when we change the rules three times in three years,” he said. “If the
building department came in with environmental health and said ‘We want to make buildings healthier, and then we brought in
the Community Office for Resource Efficiency and said, ‘OK, how do we offset those increases in fees with grants and we have a

healthier building?’ I think the community would get behind it.”

Woodruff said he’d work for a three-year update cycle that captures multiple departments, and push for local organizations like

CORE or Holy Cross Energy to financially incentivize holistic building updates, supplemented by state and federal tax incentives.

As for the future of the Aspen-Pitkin County Airport, Woodruff said the county should comply with federal regulations — his

position came from a dive into a somewhat wonky set of Federal Aviation Administration regulations.

“I think the answer is yes. We should meet the ... guidelines within the FAA design circular,” he said.

For housing, Woodruff approves of Pitkin County ballot question 1A and its focus on raising tax funds to house critical workers

closer to their employment.
“I think we should have a parcel-level conversation of what are the strategic parcels that are unbuilt, that are within municipal
services, that could lend themselves to reduce that transportation crunch we’re feeling and provide workforce housing closer to

jobs,” he said.

Woodruff also serves on the state Wildfire Resiliency Code Board, which is writing the first statewide wildfire code.
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